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Duane and Gathy Pung, Stearns county, Mnnesota

Ewiromnental Quality Incentives R ogram (EQP)

This FrmBI1I conservation programhel ps 1 and users
adtress sarias thregs tosdl, vater adrdaed rturd
resources indudng sal erccsion ad veter qaity
degradation EQPd fasfinadd adtednicd
asistarvetohdp ladomers irstdl o gy strutud,
vegeta i ve and nanegenent practices caled for in
conservati on cotracts.

Locd Work G oups (LWG)

Local |y 1 ed coservetion ves higligted ad priaritized in
the inpl enentation of the 2003 EQP. lad Work Gaups,
besed on il ad Water Qnservation Dstrict (SAD
bounderies, chaired by the NRGS Dstrict Gnservationi st
ad facilitaed by SADstaf f and board nenters, hel d
neetings to idetify neturd resources cocerns ad
reconmended EQP 2003 priarities. Ntiond natura
resource cocerrs ad ahers idetified locd |y vere then
uilized wth a scoring varksheat to score and rark EQP
gdictias. This sane process vas a so used on a
regod besis far goys of couties cancidng wth the
seven NRCS SAID area boundari es.

“The EQ P programis a wonderful oppor tunity for
conservation practices to be inpl enented on
Mnnesota’ s working lands. The leadership a the
Nt ural Resour ces Gnservation Service fidd of fices
ad Sil and Wae Qnservation Dstricts has nade
this alocdly driven conservetion progyam  The
conservation practices that |andowers have instdled
thr ough EQ P wll have naj or conservation inpacts
fa years to come. NRCS and SAIs can be proud of
thar hard work. " LeAnn Buck, Executive Drectar,
Mnnesota Association of Sl & Wae onservati on
Dstricts

2008 Sate Report - Mnnesata

Alocations vere a so nade to each of the 91 SAID
boundary levd s ad to Aea boundaries. This d | oved
local and area NRGS personnd to fund contracts in ranked
ady foosed onthdr locd adaeapiaities. This system
yielded QP catradsin & oauties.  This conpared to
40 cauties in previos years vhen a Saeled soaing
and god i cation process ves in pd ace.

“EQ P hes been signficatly inpr oved under the 2002
FarmB 11 and provides g ester oppor tunity and
funding to addr ess singl e and wha e farmconservation
resour ce needs. Just as inportant, Mnnesota NRCS
Sate Qmservationst, BIl Hnt, hes estadished the
pdicy of adlowng adverse gpoup of loca stakehd ders
deternmine the local conservation r esour ce priaities
ad fudng Al Mnnesatans wll be the beneficiaries
d thsresposive, imovative, and locdly-led prooess o
gover nnent . ”

John Mbnson, Sate Bxecutive Drector, Mnnesota
Farm Servi ce Agency

$15, 661,000 of EQP funds vere obligated wth Mnnesata
producers in 1,210 cotracts for an average cotract vd ue
o $1293 Staewde 1,527 godicati ons vere rece ved
fo atad o $18 126,000 i n E)Prequests.

52%($8,127,000) of the tota wes ded cated to aninal
livestock neturd resources cocarrs. This ind udkes the
fdlowng conservation practi ces:
0 li18vestevater and feed d rundf f cotrd systens
0 240 fecing prqgects
0 570 ares d pestue pating
0 147 cotracts having over 650,000 feet of
livestock veter ppdines
180 cortracts i nd ud ng 47,000 acres of prescri bed
gazng
0 8rodf rund f nanagenent systens for clean water
dversion aroud feed dts
0 b cotracts on 145000 acres of nutrient
nanagenent Wth nanure
0 1M ootracts wthlivestok vetering fadlities
0 Xlivestock vater syppdy vels
0 28 daoned veste fadilitiestobe daosedinan
envi romnenta |y safe nanner .
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The add tiod funds vere wsed for ather neturd resources
coverrs. These ind ude the fd lowng erosion cotrd
practices wth $6,430,000 (41% in practices like
0 3 cotracts for 195000 acres o crop residue
nanagenent
0 T7lgaksdilizaionstrutues
193 grassed wat erwvays
0 1l cotracts wthover 1 mle o shordine erosion
cotrdled
0 SHterace systens
0 197 vater and sedinent contrd besins

o

Nor-livestock related vater que ity practi ces far $470,000
wthpadices like
0 71 wels sededand deconmissi oned
0 Sripaian bf fas
0 20 cotracts on 104,000 acres of nutrient
nanagenent
0 129 cotracts on 70,000 acres of pest nanagenent

$626,000 ves ddligeted to forestry, wildife ar adahe
nturd resorces cavars. A fewexanpl es i ncl ude:
0 Windboresks
Treedating
Wildife habitat nanegenert
Wetlad restaraion
Nt i ve ecosyst emnanagenent

O O O O

Duane and Gathy Rung' s barnyard shom prior to EQP
padiceimstdlaiain Stearns couty, Ninnesota
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Assisting producers wo rai se crgps and | vest ock
ognicdly wthther returd resources concerrs vies d so
afoous in FY-08 @ gani ¢ conservati on croppi ng systens
vere funded wth 55 producers on 14,000 acres for
$63,000. These croppi ng systens reduce i npacts to
vaer qeity, inressesal qdity ad provice aher
berefits. Inaddtian o ganic prescribed grazi ng ves
adigated wth 17 producers on 2,800 acres.

Inaddtiontoddigaingthis new$l5. 7 millionin FY-G3
hundreds of practices were inpl enented fromprevi ously
funded EQP contracts. Inexcess o $1 nllion ves paid
to Mmesata producers to conpl ete these practi ces.

% of 2003 EQIP Funding by Natural Resource

Concern
3% B | jvestock
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O Air Qudity And
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41%

Qrservetion practice instaled on the Rng barnyard

The Lhited S at es Departnent of Agricul ture (LEDY) prohibits discrimnationinits prograns and activities onthe basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, politica
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